Summary

Pastor Larry delivered a powerful Pentecost Sunday message emphasizing the difference between merely
attending church and truly being the church. Drawing from Acts 2:37-47, he explained how Pentecost
marks the birthday of the church when the Holy Spirit empowered believers to move from hiding to
boldly witnessing. The sermon challenged congregants to move beyond passive church attendance to
active spiritual living, highlighting that the same Spirit who filled the early church is available today.
Pastor Larry outlined three key ways to 'be the church': growing in the Spirit through deeper commitment
to God's Word, prayer, and worship; growing in discipleship by following Jesus daily in how we treat
others and handle life's challenges; and growing the kingdom of God by showing Christ's love through
generous, compassionate service to others. He emphasized that God calls us to be faithful rather than

perfect, and that when we remain faithful, God will bring the increase to His kingdom.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we gather together today as Your people, hungry for Your Word and eager to grow in
our relationship with You. We ask that You open our hearts and minds to receive what You want to teach
us through this discussion. Help us to be honest with one another, to listen with grace, and to encourage
each other in our faith journey. Lord, we don't come seeking to be perfect, but we come seeking to be
faithful. Fill us with Your Holy Spirit and guide our conversation that we might not just hear Your Word,

but live it out in our daily lives. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

Ice Breaker

What is one tradition or activity that your family does together that brings you joy and helps you feel

connected to each other?



Key Verses

Acts 2:37-47
Acts 2:42
Acts 2:44-45
Acts 2:47

Questions

e What does it mean to you personally to 'be the church' rather than just 'come to church"? How might
this change your perspective on your faith?

e Pastor Larry mentioned that the early church 'continued steadfastly' in doctrine, fellowship,
breaking bread, and prayers. Which of these four areas do you feel strongest in, and which do you
feel needs the most growth in your life?

e The sermon emphasized that discipleship is 'how you treat people, how you handle pressure, how
you respond when somebody ticks you off." Can you share about a time when your faith was tested
in one of these ways? How did you respond?

o Acts 2:44-45 describes believers having 'all things in common' and caring for each other's needs.
What are some practical ways our small group or church can better demonstrate this kind of love
and concern for one another?

e Pastor Larry said 'God is not asking us to be perfect before he can use us. He is calling us to be
available, teachable, and faithful." Which of these three qualities (available, teachable, faithful) do
you find most challenging, and why?

e The message mentioned that 'the kingdom of God grows when people see the love of Jesus through
the people of Jesus.' Who in your life has been an example of this kind of living witness? How did
they impact you?

e How can we 'carry the church into the community' in our daily lives? What are some specific ways
you could be a witness for Christ in your workplace, neighborhood, or social circles?

e Pastor Larry emphasized that 'we point people to Jesus by showing them where our help comes
from' during our struggles. How can we be authentic about our challenges while still pointing others

to Christ's hope and strength?



Life Application

This week, choose one specific way to 'be the church' outside of Sunday worship. This could be praying
for a coworker, serving a neighbor in need, encouraging someone who is struggling, or simply showing
Christ's love through your actions and words. At the end of each day, reflect on how God used you to be

His hands and feet in the world, and be prepared to share your experience with the group next week.

Key Takeaways

e There is a significant difference between coming to church and being the church - one is passive
attendance while the other is active spiritual living

e We become the church by growing in three areas: growing in the Spirit through deeper commitment
to God's Word and prayer, growing in discipleship by following Jesus daily, and growing the
kingdom through loving service to others

¢ God calls us to be faithful, available, and teachable rather than perfect - He is still working on us
and through us

e The same Holy Spirit who empowered the early church at Pentecost is still available to believers
today to give us power, boldness, unity, and compassion

¢ When we remain faithful in our service and witness, God will bring the increase to His kingdom -

our job is to be faithful, God's job is to add to the church

Ending Prayer

Gracious God, thank You for this time of fellowship and discussion around Your Word. We are grateful
that You don't require us to be perfect, but You call us to be faithful. Help us to leave this place not just
having attended another meeting, but committed to being Your church in our daily lives. Give us the
courage to grow in the Spirit, the dedication to grow in discipleship, and the compassion to help grow
Your kingdom. May others see Jesus in us through our words, actions, and love. We ask that You continue
to work in us and through us, that we might be living witnesses of Your grace and power. In the mighty

name of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.



