
Summary

In this sermon drawn from Ephesians 5:14-17, Pastor challenges the congregation to wake up spiritually

in the midst of a world consumed by economic anxiety and daily pressures. He points out that while many

people are wide awake when it comes to gas prices, grocery bills, and financial stress, those same people

can be spiritually asleep, going through the motions of church life without truly growing, seeking, or

expecting God to move. Paul's call to the church at Ephesus is just as relevant today: awake, arise, and let

Christ give you light. The sermon unfolds around four key responses to God's wake-up call. First,

believers must wake up to God's presence, purpose, and power. Second, they must walk circumspectly,

meaning carefully, intentionally, and wisely rather than drifting through life. Third, they must redeem the

time, recognizing that every day is a gift from God that cannot be recovered once it passes. Fourth, they

must seek and obey God's will, understanding that knowledge of Scripture must lead to transformation

and action. Throughout, the pastor anchors the message in the confidence that no matter what pressures

surround us, God is still in charge and our best days in Christ are ahead.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You grateful for this time together. Lord, just as Your Word calls us to

wake up from spiritual sleep, we ask that You open our hearts and minds right now. Remove every

distraction, every worry, and every weight that would keep us from hearing what You want to say to us

today. Fill this room with Your Spirit, and let each person here receive exactly what You have for them.

We do not want to simply discuss a sermon. We want to encounter You. Have Your way in our

conversation, and may we leave this place more awake, more intentional, and more surrendered to Your

will than when we arrived. In Jesus' name we pray, amen.



Ice Breaker

What is one thing that you absolutely cannot sleep through, whether it is a sound, a smell, or something

else that always wakes you up no matter what?

Key Verses

Ephesians 5:14

Ephesians 5:15

Ephesians 5:16

Ephesians 5:17

John 10:10

Questions

The pastor described people who are wide awake about financial pressures but spiritually asleep. In

what areas of your own life have you noticed yourself being more alert to worldly concerns than to

spiritual ones?

Paul writes in Ephesians 5:14 (NKJV), 'Awake, you who sleep, arise from the dead, and Christ will

give you light.' What does it look like practically for a believer to be spiritually asleep while still

attending church and carrying a Bible?

The sermon promised that when Christ shines His light on your life, confusion becomes clarity and

fear becomes faith. Can you share a time when God's light broke through a dark or confusing

season in your life?

Ephesians 5:15 (NKJV) calls us to 'walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise.' The pastor

contrasted drifting through life with walking intentionally. Where in your life do you feel you may

be drifting right now, and what would it look like to walk more intentionally in that area?

The pastor said, 'Wisdom teaches you that circumstances will change, but God never changes.' How

does that truth practically help you face the uncertainties and pressures you are dealing with right

now?

Ephesians 5:16 (NKJV) says to be 'redeeming the time, because the days are evil.' The pastor

reminded us that time, unlike money or health, cannot be recovered once it is gone. How are you

currently investing your time in ways that have eternal value?



The pastor made a strong point that knowing God's will is not enough. He said your blessing comes

from obeying, not just hearing. Is there an area in your life where you know what God is calling

you to do but have not yet taken the step of obedience? What is holding you back?

The sermon closed with the declaration that God is still in charge, no matter what is happening in

the world or in our personal lives. How does the resurrection of Jesus Christ give you confidence

and hope when everything around you feels uncertain or out of control?

Life Application

This week, choose one specific area of your life where you have been spiritually drifting or going through

the motions. It might be your prayer life, your Bible reading, a relationship that needs attention, or a gift

or calling you have been sitting on. Write it down, bring it before God in prayer each day this week, and

take at least one concrete step toward walking more intentionally in that area. Come back next time ready

to share what God showed you or what step you took.

Key Takeaways

God is calling the church to wake up spiritually, not just to be physically present in worship, but to

be actively growing, seeking, and expecting God to move in our lives.

Walking circumspectly means living with intention and wisdom rather than drifting through life.

Wise believers seek God's direction and choose to follow His Word rather than the world's advice.

Time is a non-renewable gift from God. Every day is an opportunity to invest in what matters for

eternity, and we cannot afford to waste it on things that will not last.

Knowing God's will must lead to doing God's will. Spiritual maturity is measured not by how much

we know but by how much our knowledge produces obedience and transformation.

No matter what pressures surround us, whether financial, physical, or emotional, God is still in

charge. Because Christ is alive and on the throne, our best days in Him are still ahead.

Ending Prayer

Lord, we thank You for the time we have shared together today around Your Word. You have reminded us

that You did not save us to sleep through our assignment. You saved us to shine. As we leave this place,

we ask that You keep the fire of this conversation burning in our hearts throughout the week. Where we

have been drifting, give us direction. Where we have been fearful, give us faith. Where we have been



holding back, give us courage to obey. Help us to walk wisely, to redeem the time, and to seek Your will

above all else. And in every moment of uncertainty, remind us that You are still in charge and that in

Christ, our best days are ahead. We give You all the glory, all the honor, and all the praise. In Jesus' name,

amen.


