
Summary

In this sermon, the pastor draws a powerful parallel between America's Independence Day and the

spiritual freedom that every believer has in Jesus Christ. Using Romans 6:1-7 as the foundation, he

explains that humanity's greatest enemy was never an outside force but rather sin that ruled from within.

When Jesus died on the cross and rose from the grave, He did not simply win a battle. He declared every

believer's Independence Day over the power of sin, giving them a new identity, a new master, and a new

way of living. The pastor outlines three key truths about this spiritual independence. First, the believer's

old life was crucified with Christ, meaning sin no longer has legal authority over God's children. Second,

baptism serves as a public declaration that the old self has been buried and a new life has begun. Third,

sin is no longer the master of those who belong to Christ. Sin can knock on the door, but it does not own

the house. The sermon closes with a celebration of the empty tomb, reminding the congregation that the

gospel is not about what we do for Christ but about what Christ has already done for us.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You grateful for the freedom we have in Jesus Christ. As we open Your

Word together today, we ask that You quiet our hearts and open our minds. Remove any distractions, any

burdens, and any pride that might keep us from hearing what You want to say to each of us personally.

Holy Spirit, lead this conversation. May we leave this time not just informed but truly transformed. In the

name of Jesus we pray, amen.

Ice Breaker

What is one tradition or activity your family enjoys around the Fourth of July, and what does the idea of

freedom mean to you personally?



Key Verses

Romans 6:1-2

Romans 6:3-4

Romans 6:6-7

Romans 5:20

John 10:10

Questions

The pastor said that humanity's greatest enemy did not come from outer space but from within.

How does recognizing sin as an internal enemy rather than an external one change the way you

approach your daily struggles?

Romans 6:2 asks, 'How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?' In your own words, what

does it mean to have died to sin, and how should that reality affect the choices you make each day?

The pastor used the illustration of a freed prisoner who walks back into his cell and locks the door.

Can you think of a time in your own life when you returned to an old habit or mindset even after

God had already set you free from it? What brought you back, and what helped you walk away

again?

The pastor described baptism as being like a wedding ring. It does not make you married, but it tells

the world you already are. How does understanding baptism as a public declaration rather than a

requirement for salvation deepen its meaning for you?

The sermon made a distinction between freedom to sin and freedom from the power of sin. How

would you explain that difference to someone who thinks that following Christ means giving up

their freedom?

The pastor said, 'Sin can knock on the door, but sin does not own the house.' What are some

practical ways you remind yourself of your new identity in Christ when temptation comes

knocking?

The sermon challenged believers to stop revisiting the prison they already left, meaning old habits,

old grudges, and old ways of thinking. Which of these is the hardest for you to leave behind, and

what does Scripture say that helps you move forward?

The pastor closed by saying the gospel is not about what we have done for Christ but about what

Christ has already done for us. How does keeping that truth at the center of your faith change the

way you live out your Christianity day to day?



Life Application

This week, identify one area of your life where you have been living as though sin is still your master,

whether that is an old habit, a recurring thought pattern, a broken relationship, or a lingering fear. Write

down Romans 6:6-7 and place it somewhere you will see it every day. Each morning, remind yourself out

loud that your old self was crucified with Christ and that sin no longer has authority over you. Then take

one concrete step to walk in the freedom Christ has already purchased for you, and look for an

opportunity to share your personal Independence Day story with someone who needs to hear it.

Key Takeaways

Your old life was crucified with Christ, meaning sin no longer has legal authority over those who

belong to Jesus. You are not the same person you used to be.

Baptism is an outward declaration of an inward transformation. It is a public picture of dying to the

old self and rising to a brand new life in Christ.

Sin is no longer your master. It can make suggestions, but it cannot make decisions for the believer

who walks in the power of the Holy Spirit.

True freedom is not the absence of boundaries but the absence of bondage. God's design for

freedom means becoming everything He created you to be.

The gospel is not about what we do for Christ. It is about what Christ has already done for us. The

empty tomb is the ultimate declaration of our spiritual Independence Day.

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, we thank You that You are not just a Savior who forgives us but a Savior who truly sets us

free. Thank You for the cross where our old selves were crucified, for the tomb that could not hold You,

and for the resurrection power that now lives in every believer. As we leave this time together, help us to

walk like people who know they have been set free. When the enemy reminds us of who we used to be,

remind us of who You have made us to be. Give us the courage to stop revisiting the prisons You have

already opened, and give us the boldness to share our Independence Day story with someone who is still

in chains. To You be all the glory, all the honor, and all the praise. In the mighty name of Jesus we pray,

amen.


