Summary

In this sermon, the pastor continues a series titled "Who Are We and Why Are We Here?" by challenging
the congregation to reconsider where their mission field truly is. Rather than imagining missions as
something that happens only in distant lands, the pastor makes clear that the mission field is right outside
the church doors, in neighborhoods, workplaces, schools, and families. Using the parable of the Good
Samaritan from Luke 10, the pastor draws out three key requirements of mission: learning to truly see
people the way Jesus sees them, moving closer to those in need rather than passing by, and responding
with compassion that leads to action. The sermon also reminds the congregation that before they can serve
as the Good Samaritan, they must remember that they were once the wounded man on the side of the
road. Sin had robbed and broken them, but Jesus came to where they were, showed compassion, and paid
what they could not pay. Because of what Jesus has done, believers are called to go and do likewise,
extending mercy to others just as mercy was extended to them. The pastor closes with a call for every
member to ask God to open one more door, show them one more person, and create one more opportunity

to share the love of Christ right where they already are.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You grateful for the opportunity to gather together in Your name. Lord,
as we open Your Word and discuss what You have placed on our hearts, we ask that You quiet our own
thoughts and agendas. Open our eyes to see what You see, soften our hearts to feel what You feel, and
give us ears to hear exactly what You want each of us to take away from this time together. May Your

Holy Spirit guide every word spoken and every heart present. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker

What is one random act of kindness that someone showed you that you still remember to this day?



Key Verses

Luke 10:27
Luke 10:33
Luke 10:37
John 1:14

Questions

e The pastor said that the mission field is closer than we think. Where do you personally feel God
may be calling you to serve that you have not yet considered a mission field?

¢ In the parable of the Good Samaritan, the priest and the Levite both saw the wounded man but kept
moving. What are some reasons we might pass by someone in need today, even when we notice
them?

e The pastor drew a distinction between looking at someone and truly seeing them. What does it
mean to see people the way Jesus sees them, and how can we develop that kind of vision?

e The Samaritan moved closer to the wounded man rather than away from him. What does it look
like practically for a church to move toward its community rather than waiting for the community
to come to the church?

¢ The pastor reminded us that before we can be the Good Samaritan, we need to remember that we
were once the wounded man on the side of the road. How does remembering your own brokenness
and need for grace change the way you serve others?

¢ The sermon pointed out that compassion without action is incomplete. Can you think of a time
when you felt compassion for someone but did not act on it? What held you back, and what would
you do differently now?

e Jesus told the lawyer to "go and do likewise" (Luke 10:37, NKJV). What is one specific thing you
feel the Holy Spirit is prompting you to do this week in response to that command?

e The pastor challenged the congregation to ask God to open one more door and show them one more
person to reach. What would it look like for your small group to take on a shared mission together

in your local community?



Life Application

This week, ask God each morning to open your eyes to one person around you who is hurting, lonely, or
in need. It might be a coworker, a neighbor, a family member, or even a stranger you encounter. When
God shows you that person, do not pass by. Take one concrete step toward them, whether that means a
conversation, a meal, a prayer, or a practical act of service. Come back to your group next week ready to

share what God showed you and what you did in response.

Key Takeaways

e The mission field is not only in distant lands. It is in our neighborhoods, workplaces, schools, and
families, right outside the doors of the church.

e Mission requires us to truly see people the way Jesus sees them, looking beyond appearances,
reputations, and mistakes to recognize their need for the love of Christ.

e Mission requires us to move closer to people in need, just as the Good Samaritan came to where the
wounded man was, and just as Jesus came to where we were.

e Compassion must lead to action. Feeling sorry for someone is not enough. We are called to do
something, to give our time, our resources, and our presence to those who are hurting.

e We serve others not because we are better than them, but because we remember that Jesus showed

us mercy when we were the ones wounded and broken by sin.

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, we thank You for this time together and for the truth of Your Word. We thank You that You did
not pass us by when we were wounded and broken on the side of the road. You came to where we were,
You showed us compassion, and You paid a debt we could never pay. Now, Lord, send us out with open
eyes, willing hearts, and ready hands. Help us to see what You see in the people around us every single
day. Give us the courage to move closer when everything in us wants to keep our distance. And when we
are tempted to pass by, remind us of the mercy You showed us. May our lives be a living answer to Your
command to go and do likewise. Use this group, Lord, to make a difference right where we are. In Your

mighty name we pray, Amen.



